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Driving on the Right Side of the Road S I.' ;
Safety Belts and Child Safety Seats i M?,,‘(ﬁ,?,m!,ﬁ.m

Motor vehicle traffic crashes are the leading cause of death for every age 3 through 6 and 8 through 34.
Safety belts save lives. If you are in the front seat during a crash, wearing a safety belt improves your
chance of survival by 50 percent.” Wearing lap and shoulder belts, combined with air bags, is the most
effective way to reduce fatalities and serious injuries in traffic collisions. In 2010, safety belts saved an
estimated 12,546 lives of people age 5 or older.’ Most cars and pickup trucks are equipped with safety
belts in every seating position.

Despite advances in highway and vehicle design, as well as increased safety restraint use, an additional
3,341 lives could have been saved by wearing a safety belt, and an additional 50 children could have
survived fatal crashes had they been secured in a child safety seat.* Child safety seats are 71% effective
in preventing fatalities for infants and 54% effective in preventing fatalities for toddlers.” In 2010, child
safety seats and seat belts saved an estimated 303 lives of children under 5 years old.® While all young
drivers are at a high risk of experiencing a fatal crash, young males, pickup drivers, and back seat
passengers are least likely to buckle up.’

In Texas, 2,090 passenger vehicle occupants were killed in 2010.2 Among the 1,894 fatalities for which
restraint use was known, 834 (44%) were unrestrained.’ Overall, the observed seat belt use rate for
Texas in 2010 was 93.8%."°

When properly worn, safety belts can prevent over half of the deaths and injuries associated with motor
vehicle crashes. Wearing a safety belt or using a child safety seat is the best way to protect yourself in a
crash, regardless of where you sit in the car. Make sure that all of your family members buckle up —tell a
responsible adult if they do not.

RULES OF THE ROAD

Texas law requires all occupants of passenger vehicles, regardless of where they are sitting in the
vehicle, to be secured by a safety belt."* Children under 17 years old must be secured with a safety belt
or be seated in a child safety seat.” Children under 8 years old, unless they are taller than 4 feet 9
inches, must ride in a child safety seat.” A safety belt or safety seat violation can result in fines ranging
from $25 to $250, plus court costs.™

It is also against the law for children under 18 years old to ride in the bed of a pickup, in an open flatbed
truck, or in an open trailer being pulled by a vehicle.®

Age (in years) Restraint Required | Front Seat Back Seat Citation Given To
Birth — under 8 Child Safety Seat Yes (should stay in Yes Driver

(unless taller System back seat until age 13)

than 4'9”)

8 —14 (or under | Safety Belt Yes (should stay in Yes Driver

8 but over 4'9”) back seat until age 13)

15-16 Safety Belt Yes Yes Driver & Violator
17 and over Safety Belt Yes Yes Violator
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ON THE SAFE SIDE

Child Safety Seats:

Always wear your safety belt and require all passengers to do the same.

Avoid using a second-hand child safety seat.

Read the instruction manual carefully for proper installation of the child safety seat.

Replace a safety seat that has been involved in a crash or is more than five years old.

Infants should be in a rear-facing child safety seat until they are at least 1 year of age AND weigh
at least 20 pounds.®

Never place a rear-facing child safety seat in front of an air bag.

Children should remain in a five-point harness system, forward-facing seat until they weigh at
least 40 pounds.

Children between 40 and 80 pounds (usually 4 to 8 years old and under 4’9" tall) must be in a
booster seat.

Children at least 4’9” tall will usually fit safely in vehicle lap/shoulder belts.

Children 12 and under should always ride properly restrained in a back seat of the vehicle.

Do not put a child with heavy clothing or blankets under harness straps. Instead, put the blanket
or jacket over the child after he or she has been secured in the harness system.

Safety Belts:

Always wear your safety belt and require all passengers to do the same.
Lap belts should fit snugly across the hips, not over the stomach.
Shoulder belts go over the shoulder and across the center of the chest.
Never tuck a shoulder belt under your arm or behind your back.

Pickup Trucks:

Never let children ride in the bed of a pickup truck — even if there is a covered bed.
Never let passengers ride on the tailgate of a pickup truck.
Jump seats in extended cab pickups are not suitable for child restraint systems.

What Other Safety Tips Can You Suggest?
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SAFETY SEAT GUIDELINES

Safety belts are designed for adults, not children. Use a booster seat to lift 4 - 7 year olds up and prevent

severe injuries in a crash. Remember the following guidelines when buying the proper seat for your

child:

Birth to 1 Year, Up to 35 Pounds
e Use a rear-facing seat until the infant reaches the weight or height limit of the seat.
e Secure the chest clip even with your infant’s armpits.
e Fasten harness straps snugly against your infant’s body.

1-4 Years, 20 to 40 Pounds
e Use a forward-facing seat for as long as the safety seat manufacturer recommends it.
e Fasten harness straps snugly against the child’s body.
e Secure the chest clip even with the child’s armpits.
e Latch the tether strap to the corresponding anchor if your vehicle has one.

4-8 Years, Over 40 Pounds
e Use a booster seat—safety belts are designed for adults, not children.
e Fasten the lap belt across the child’s thighs and hips, not stomach.
e Strap the diagonal belt across the chest to rest on the shoulder, not the neck.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

http://fcs.tamu.edu/safety/passenger_safety/toolkit/child_passenger_safety.php
http://fcs.tamu.edu/safety/passenger_safety/child_safety seats.php
http://fcs.tamu.edu/safety/passenger_safety/toolkit/occupant_protection.php
http://www.nhtsa.gov/Safety/CPS
http://www.nhtsa.gov/Driving+Safety/Occupant+Protection

http://safekids.org

http://carseat.org

http://www.kidsncars.org

http://www.txdps.state.tx.us/director_staff/public_information/carseat.htm
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http://www.kidsncars.org/

PASSENGER RESTRAINT LAWS

Back Seat

ADULTS (17 andover) $25 - $50fine to offender

CHILDREN (15-16) 325 - 350 fine to passenger & $100- 5200 fine to driver
CHILDREN {8-15, and those under 8 buttslierthan 497 5100 - 5200 fine todriver

CHILDREN {(undersage 8,unless tallerthan 4'97) $25- 5250 fine todriver

Driver's Seat
DRIVER (over 15)$25- 550 fine

Front Seat Passengers

ADULTS (17 andover) $25 - $50to offender

CHILDREN (15-16) $25 - 550 fine to passenger & $100- 5200 fine to driver
CHILDREN {8-15, and those under 8 buttallerthan 4'97) $100 - $200 fine todriver*
CHILDREN (undersage 8, unless tallerthan 4'97) $25- 5250 fine todriver®

* It is strongly recommended that all chidren less than 12 yesrs old ride properly restrained in the back seat

Passenger Restraint Laws

Child in safety seats A child under 8 years old, uniessthe child istallerthan 4 feet §
inches (4'9") mustbe restrainedin a child passenger safety seatin
accordance with the manufacturer's instructions.

Child in safety belts A child at /feastage 8 and youngerthan age 17 mustbe restrainedin a
safety belt regardless of position inthe vehicle. A child under 8 years
oldwhois notrequiredto bein a safety seat mustbe in a safety belt.

Adults in safetybelts A person mustbe restrainedin a safety beltregardless of positioninthe
vehicle.

Motorcycles A child underage 5 cannotride as a passengeron a motorcycle, unless
seatedin a sidecar.

Pick-up trucks A child underage 18 cannotride inthe open bed of a pick-up orflatbed

and trailers truck or openflatbedtraileron a publicroad.

House trailers and A person cannotride in a house trailer being moved orin a trailer or

towed trailers semitrailer being towed.

Towed watercraft A child underage 18 cannotride in a boatbeingtowed by a vehicle.

2d Dy a zrant from the Texas Court of Criminal Appaalz Reav. 08/13
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Paszzenger Safety Seat Systems and Safety Belts
Effective on offense: committed on or after September 1, 2013

Eligible for

Spedial DSC Elizible for
Type of Location (umpicatrea izl Deferred
Restraint | invehicle | Cited for e Disposition
- i child not in
Child under azse frg i 5
i - passenger ot and passenger mrnimmm §25
’Jrﬁfiﬁ;ﬂ driver safity sear | back ssats safaty seat maximnm §250 vE o vE
= systam FVitsEn
minimum §100
Child at least . . maximnm 3200
. . frant and child nat in i raamngr v
age 3 aud under driver | saftvBell | oy teans | safeybelr Tinimum i1 yes 12 yes
azelt maximum §200
i in puanges van
PR3sEnge nat i 25
e | stk | P | vegny | Tmmaio | w0 | e | o
driver nat . -
_ . . front and e . minimnm §25
driver safery belt back seats wea:n:aia.ferjf p——T na s s

*Children under zz= B rhar are faller than 40" must wear 3 safety belt

Dhefimitiom:

»  Child passenger rafeny seat mymem meaos an dofio or child passanser seneadn onem %ot mees the faden] sandasds for crasireemed necirain: memes as se by
the Naticoal Higheray Traffic Safery Adminisration

»  Paspenger vehicls measns 2 pamsenger car, light wack, spont wailiny vehicls, rassenger van designed 1o tragmpon 15 or femer passangers inclading the drives, sk
o tnack tracior. (Pasrdeger ¢or means 3 modor vebicle, other fhan amodorcwye e, wsed o tramepon pemons and desizoed 1o accommodate 10 or fewer passengers,
incloding the operator. Dight sk meass 3 tnack, dncleding a pickoop tmeck, pand delvery trodt, or carryall treck, i bas a massfacieres's canrving aapacity of
L0000 porands or Jexs. Fince spewet sailing verkicls #5 not specifically defined, Jook to the definition of passenger velicle. Tk meass a modor velicl: designed,
Jed,ofﬂnmmdm’ﬂ'fmwwa Tk sracior means 3 motor wehick desizned and weed primasily to drawancdher veicls bl ot consinacied
%0 carry 2 kad other dan 3 past of the waizht of the ofher vehicl and iis boad. Mo vakic b means 3 uﬁmﬂedxmck ora vehide fat i propellad by
alncaric m—\e-'ﬂ'mmmd"\:\ﬂu:ue: Section M1, TC)

» Safagy beh meass 3 hap ek and any shoulder mrags incloded & criginal eguipmes on or addad 1o 2 vekide.

» Becored in comnection with mee of 3 mfeyy hell meass ooing the lap bek and amy shoulder nraps accosding o e mamfacmrerof e vehide, f e iy beh i
criginal egquipment, or the mamsfactoner of the sxfegy b, if the safesy beh bas heen added to the vebide.

Sectien 4241, T.C., doez mot apphy e

* A peron operating a velicls sasenorting passangerns for hine, exclading dhind-pasty sragmpon servios pronidas when tranporting clea ponmmasn 0 2 commci o
provide nomemerpency Madicaid sraoppostasion; or

* A person tramenorting a child in 2 velicle do which all seating positicns equipped with child pacsenzer cafeny sem memems or safeny bt ane cocopied.

Defemses to prozecotion mnder Section 345412, T.C:

» The person was opesating the vehicls in an amargancyy,

»  The paroon was operating the vebicl fr 2 by enfrcemen panposs; or

» The person provides sasicfaciony evidence to the com thas, a1 the Bme of e offease:

(1) the persom was oot asresied or issed 2 cmmﬁwxﬁhmo\faﬂymoﬁﬂ,

1) the vehicle the person was deiving was oot dmvohed d0 2 cash,

({3} dhe pawrgon did mot pozeess 2 child passenger cafery peat symeam dn the vebicls, and

(4} sobeeguent to the time of the offease, the defandani obiained an appopriate dild passenger safety seat sysiem for each ciild nequined 1o be
srcared in sach 3 ysiem

|":|":|":|":

Defemses to prosecotion moder Section 45413, T.C:

» The person possasses 3 witen satemend from a Hoensed pnsician sating ot for 3 medical mason e parson shoold ool weara iy bely

- The person presemts 1o fhe comrd, oot later fhasn fe 10* day afterfoe date of e offanse, 3 statemen from g Bosmued physician siating fhad for 3 medical reson e
person shoudd nod wear a mfegy beky

» The person & ammloged by the Uniied Sases Postal Service and perfonming a doty fordnst agency tal reguiss the opemior 1o senvice posial boxes from a
vehicle o that regaires fregoen eminy ivio and exit from avebicke;

» The person & sozaged in the actal delivery of orwrspapers Fom 3 velicls or &5 pesforming newrgpaper delivery dutias ot ragoire fegoant emtry it and exit
frcemn & vabicls;

» The person i amsloged by a poblic or privase williyy company and & enzaged in the reading of mesers or parfoeming 3 similar Joty for St company raguiring
ithe mmwﬁeq’.ﬂﬂ?eﬂ*'ﬂmaﬁdeﬂ'm: vebicls

» The person 5 operating 3 commescial vehicle ragiciened 2o 3 farm vehicle under e povisions of Section 301433, T.C., that doss oot bave 3 gross waigh,
regiared waight, or pross weigh rating of 45,000 pomnds o moee; o

» The person i the operator of or 2 passenger in 3 vehicl used exdhusivedy io tramspon solid wame and prdorming dotias fhat reqguins fegoent antry it and exit
froam the velice.

Amount Droe to the Scave
» Fafey pascent of the fines for ooavictions for not sacmsing 3 child in a child passancer cafaty sex mymiam (mnder Sacion 343 412, T.C) or 2 sy bedi (undar
Saction H45 413(h), T.0.) oot be semined 10 the St Comprirofler a1 fhe wod of fe city's fical pear.

[=]
—
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vas Court of Crintinal Appaals By ]
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! National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, Research Note, Motor Vehicle Traffic Crashes As a Leading Cause
of Death in the United States, 2005, DOT HS 810 936, Retrieved July 8, 2013 from http://www-
nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/810936.PDF.

? Texas Department of Transportation, Safety Belts and Safety Seats, retrieved July 8, 2013, from
http://www.txdot.gov/driver/kids-teens/safety-belts.html.

* National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, 2010 Data, Occupant Protection, DOT HS 811 619, Retrieved July
8, 2013 from http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811619.pdf.
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" Texas Transportation Code Sections 545.412 and 545.413.

2 Texas Transportation Code Section 545.413.

B Texas Transportation Code Section 545.412.

" Texas Transportation Code Sections 545.412 and 545.413.

© Texas Transportation Code Section 545.414.

'® The American Academy of Pediatrics now recommends parents keep toddlers in a rear-facing seat until age 2 or
until they reach the maximum height and weight for the seat.
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